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actions he knew well his old friend had never committed;
and that he condemned and ridiculed in his writings
principles and opinions which are nowhere professed by
Rousseau. They show, too, that the purpose of these
falsehoods was to create in the minds of high and mighty
personages on whom a persecuted author would neces-
sarily depend for protection, the impression that here
was a mischievous sophist and a dangerous demagogue
who, wherever he settled, created quarrels and disorder.

Unfortunately, however, this method of inquiry, al-
though a simple, is a laborious one. It was not the one
adopted when the publication of the Correspondance
Littfiraire, in 1812, gave to the world for the first time,
thirty-four years after Rousseau's death (that is to say,
when the true man was forgotten), the whole collection
of libels against him that Grimm had industriously
circulated amongst his illustrious patrons during a period
of thirty-seven years ,* and, moreover, gave these libels
as unanswered statements; because (as has been said)
neither Eousseau nor any of his defenders knew about
this underground stream of calumnies flowing in hidden
places. For judges who based their opinions on what it
seems most reasonable to suppose, it may easily be
understood that the conclusion reached was that a man
incessantly represented upon all manner of different
occasions as false, treacherous, ungrateful, must, if even
he did not deserve all the evil said of him, have deserved
a goodly portion of it.

Yet the impression produced by the Correspondance
Littgraire would hardly have sustained itself, and espe-
cially it would not have affected the opinions of the
large number of readers for whom criticism is always
tiresome, and only narrative entertaining, had not these
nine volumes sown with libels been soon followed by a
shorter work, where all the charges against Rousseau
reappeared interwoven amongst the incidents of a viva-
cious and well-written story. This novel with a purpose
was published in 1818, under the title of Memoires demis. Streckeisen-
